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Studies on Meters and Rhymes of Poetry in Tag
Alaruus Lexicon

Dr. Mogbel Altaam Amer Al-Ahmadi
Sana'a University - College of Literature and Human
Sciences-Department of Arabic Language and Literature

This research deals with numerous problems in prosody
and rhymes that occur in Tag Alaruus publication, one of
the best lexicons by the scholar Muhammad Murtada Al-
Zubaidi (1205 AH), may Allah rest his soul. The
publication is published in parts in Kuwait in forty volumes
and in about forty years. The first part of this great lexicon
was issued after the verification (authentication) of
Professor Abdel-Sattar Farraj in the year (1385 AH-1965
AD), while part number forty - the last - was issued after
the verification of Dr. Dahi Abdel-Baqi’s (1422AH-
2001AD). The prolonged years needed for the completion
of this book have come upon a group of masters who
devoted half of their lives in verifying their pieces. This
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prolongation affected the dream of seeing indexes
published by those who verified them and suffered what
they suffered to realize their dream, may God have mercy
on the living and the dead.

However, this research material is nothing but a simple
extract from a great material that | have registered during
my creation of the indexes of this book in its two old
publications and the Kuwait publication which | have
completed many years back.

The material of the research and its contents focus on
the problems related to meters and rhymes and what leads
to them, in particular. Other aspects related to language,
Morphology & Syntax, the disturbance in the body of
poetry, the names of poets, the attribution of poetry and
other issues of documentation are left behind to be tackled
in other researches that may be issued later if my life is
prolonged and time is available.

The research is divided - according to its subject - into
two parts: the first relates to prosody and the second relates
to rhymes. As for what is related to prosody, the following
Is addressed: the error in showing rounding (line breaking)
in the rounded verses, the presentation of proverbs and the
like in a scattered form while they are balanced, calling
Rajaz (one of the types of meters) what is in fact verse, and
the presentation of verse in the form of Rajaz and vice
versa. It also addresses the presentation of the whole line,
whether Rajaz or verse and its fronting as if it is only the
first half of the couplet, the imbalance of meter by addition,
decreasing, bringing forward or delaying, the imbalance of
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meter due to facilitating the glottal stop or cutting the
sound affected by the glottal stop, the imbalance of meter
due to the addition of zero vowel for the consonants which
must be followed by short vowels or adding short vowel
markers where a zero vowel must be added, and the
imbalance of meter due to changing the short vowels, and
not adding Nunation ( final postnasalized or long vowels)
to satisfy the meter, or adding Nunation unnecessarily
leading to an imbalance in meters.

As for the section related to rhymes, the following is dealt
with: restriction of the rhyme when it is absolute,
neglecting the addition of short vowels to the final letter in
the line or its Nunation, or adding to it diacritics of two
short vowel markers while it is extracted from a poem with
one short vowel marker, and the drawing of the attaching
/n/ in the rhyme as bound /ta/ or adding short vowels to it
while a zero vowel must be added.
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